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SPANISH COLUMN 

AT THE MEETING of the North Carolina 
Association of Modern Language Teachers held 
in Greensboro this spring the Spanish teachers met in 
separate session to discuss common problems. In the 
course of the discussion it was brought out that no 
figures are available regarding the extent to which 
Spanish is taught in the state. It was agreed that it 
would be an inspiration and a help to know who were 
teaching Spanish and to have some way of keeping 
informed of their activities, principally the organiza- 
tion and success of Spanish Clubs. 

Following out this idea a Spanish column in the 
High School Journal was suggested and approved 
by those present. It was felt that in this column 
should be published items of general interest to teach- 
ers of Spanish and more particularly information re- 
garding the teaching of Spanish in North Carolina. A 
questionnaire has been sent out to the high schools and 
colleges asking for information as to the amount of 
Spanish offered, the number of students enrolled, etc., 
and the results of the inquiry will be published in this 
column. Contributions and suggestions should be 
sent to S. E. Leavitt, Chapel Hill. 



reaching and satisfactory that one visit will not* suffice. 
It may get to be a habit to go every year. Como no? 



If a multiplicity of summer schools is any incentive 
to study abroad, this year ought to witness a general 
exodus of Spanish teachers to foreign lands. Spain 
naturally heads the list of countries offering instruction 
to foreign students with schools at Madrid, Barcelona 
and Santander; Professor Henriquez Urena an- 
nounces a session at Mexico City, and as a special in- 
ducement the Mexican government will make a dis- 
count to teachers of fifty per cent, of the railroad 
fares within the national boundaries; the University 
of Porto Rico explains that the summer session at 
Rio Piedras has the advantage of being fanned by 
cool sea breezes, a fact not to be overlooked by those 
who spent last summer in North Carolina; and there 
are reports that Venezuela and Costa Rica will also 
open their doors to those who wish to perfect them- 
selves in the language of Cervantes. 

For those who prefer to "see America first" there 
is the Middlebury School in Vermont, with its foreign 
atmosphere of all native teachers. Surely with all 
these opportunities, North, East and South, there 
ought to be variety to suit every taste. 

The inspiration to be gained by pursuing such an 
intensive course as these institutions offer cannot be 
over-emphasized. The results will prove so far- 



REPLIES TO QUESTIONNAIRE 

THE REPLIES to the questionnaire sent out re- 
cently to the high schools and colleges give evi- 
dence of the interest in the movement initiated by the 
Spanish teachers at the Greensboro meeting to estab- 
lish closer contact with each other through the High 
School Journal. As this plan becomes better 
known more and more teachers will undoubtedly re- 
port their activities and lend their efforts to make the 
"Spanish Column" a success. Every teacher of 
Spanish is again urged to make suggestions and con- 
tributions. The necessity for cooperation cannot be 
over-emphasized. 
The following schools have sent in reports : 

Asheville Normal — Delfido Cordova — 81 students. 

Asheboro High School — Grace Frazier— 22 students. 

Bingham Military School— Capt. R. B. McKee— 25 stu- 
dents. 

Blue Ridge School for Boys— A. P. Magwood— 10 students. 

Broadway High School — Edward H. Crain — 14 students. 

Charlotte High School— Mrs. Elizabeth H. Rucker— 181 
students. 

Creedmoor High School — Mary Verner — 16 students. 

Davidson College— Prof. Fred K. Flagle— 180 students. 

Durham High School — Lessie Lee Harward — 38 students. 

Elon College — Victor M. Rivera— 29 students. 

Farmville High School — Fannie Moye — 13 students. 

Flora Macdonald College— Mrs. C. W. Ewing— 85 students. 

Greensboro High School— Mrs. Helen M. Laughlin — 175 
students. 

Guilford College — Virginia Robinson — 17 students. 

Hickory High School — Helen O. Derrick — 50 students. 

Louisburg College — Josie Foy — 18 students. 

Mars Hill College — Cornelia Howell — 50 students. 

North Carolina College for Women — Majel W. Wood; Mr. 
Merrill — 125 students. 

North Carolina State" College — Prof. L. E. Hinkle ; Percy 
H. Wilson— 58 students. 

Peace Institute — Bertha B. Marsh — 4 students. 

Queens College — Anna West — 82 students. 

Reidsville High School — J. Minor Gwynn — 102 students. 

Salem Academy — Mrs. L. L. Wenhold — 25 students. 

Trinity College— Prof. Manuel L. Lopez— 70 students. 

University of North Carolina— S. E. Leavitt ; C. E. Green ; 
M. H. Roberts ; M. K. Brooks ; W. A. Pickens— 262 students.* 

Of these schools seven have Spanish clubs at pres- 
ent and several report that a club will be formed next 
year. 

The above list of schools offering Spanish, admit- 
tedly incomplete, will be supplemented from time to 
time as information is sent in. Next fall will un- 
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doubtedly witness a considerable increase in the regis- 
tration for Spanish and it will be an inspiration to 
keep informed of the development of Spanish teaching 
in. the state. 

As to what should be included in the Spanish Col- 
umn the suggestions were varied and interesting; — 
methods of stimulating interest in Spanish as a liter- 
ary as well as a commercial language, as detailed two 
years Spanish course that meets college requirements, 
ways of making lessons varied, suitable texts, the pre- 
sentation of grammar, the value of Spanish, informa- 
tion about Spanish clubs, short sketches of Spanish 
writers, important current events in Spain and South 
America, life in Spain, and a general bibliography of 
books most useful to the Spanish teacher were the 
topics mentioned. To these might be added articles 
showing the intimate connection between Latin and 
Spanish, impressions of summer schools attended and 
accounts of foreign travel. It is hoped that these 
topics will suggest others and result in valuable con- 
tributions to this column. 



All students interested in South America should 
follow the conference of Chilean and Peruvian diplo- 
mats to be held in Washington this month. The long 
dispute over the possession of the provinces of Tacna 
and Arica, resulting from the War of the Pacific 
(1879-1883), seems nearer settlement than ever before, 
and if adjusted satisfactorily will be epoch making in 
the history of the nations of the West Coast. 



Those who are planning to study this summer should 
make an effort to meet other teachers from North 
Carolina who are attending the same institution and 
discuss, among other topics, ways of making the teach- 
ing of Spanish in the state more efficient. If any 
teacher who has not already done so will notify the 
Spanish Column of their plans for summer study the 
names of other North Carolinians expecting to pursue 
the same course will be sent them. 



REVISED LIST OF HIGH SCHOOL TEXT BOOKS 

THE REVISED list of high school text-books in history 
and science recently prepared by the State Committee on 
High School Text-Books for North Carolina has been pub- 
lished by the State Department of Education, Raleigh, as 
Education Bulletin No. 48. Copies of the list may be had by 
addressing the State Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
Those who desire the complete list of approved high school 
texts to be used in North Carolina high schools for the next 
two years, should ask also for the list published two years ago 
as High School Leaflet No. 22. Two years hence the entire 
list will be revised for a period of four years. 



A SCHOOL-TEACHERS' MOVEMENT 

PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS in New York 
City are speeding up their movement for a 
"Sabbatical year" as a part of their regular vacation 
system. 

The so-called Sabbatical year, or one year's leave of 
absence every seven years, usually at half pay, has a 
certain formal acceptance in universities and colleges, 
but is regarded as providing a luxury that few pro- 
fessors can afford to accept. Any plan for a Sab- 
batical year for public-school teachers, to be of use, 
would seem to involve a necessity for some provision 
that would make its general acceptance a possibility. 
But whatever may be the practical problems involved, 
the movement has other highly interesting aspects. 

It is long since Charles Lamb drew his humoresque 
of the school master who is "awkward and out of 
place in the society of his equals," who "comes like 
Gulliver from among his little people." Our Ameri- 
can public school teacher is of another type. His (or 
hers) is a progressive and business-like profession. 
Indeed, not infrequently he out-systems the counting- 
house, his efficiency puts the factory on its mettle. 
And yet there does linger something of the old charac- 
teristic qualities of school-teaching as an inevitable 
concomitant of his daily task. 

Every walk in life, because it has its disabilities, 
must be allowed its compensating amenities — to the 
repetitive worker, his freedom from responsible cares ; 
to the responsible business man, his escapes from repeti- 
tive routine; to the vacationless physician, his neigh- 
borly intimacies; to the isolated school-teacher, his 
protracted vacations. Society cannot deny these com- 
pensations without getting itself out of balance. 
"Boys are capital fellows in their own way, among 
their mates ; but they are unwholesome companions for 
grown people .... Even a child, that 'plaything for 
an hour,' tires always." 

The Sabbatical year for school-teachers may well be 
worth whatever it may cost, if only it can be so plan- 
ned as to be available for those who most need it, and 
if it at the same time that it offers a brief respite from 
the tyrannies of youth, it shall also grant an escape 
from all-devouring efficiencies of modern system and , 
open to the teacher a larger place among his fellow 
citizens. — From The Independent, of March 25, 1922. 



Next year. Better acquainted! More students in 
Spanish Contributions to the Spanish Column! An- 
nual Meeting ! Greater efficiency ! 



